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The Cry of the Righteous: Prayer in the Last Days 
 

  

As we approach the end of the age, the call to prayer becomes more urgent than ever. Prayer is not only 

how we speak to God, it is how we align ourselves with his will, remain faithful in tribulation, and 

participate in his unfolding plan. In this teaching, we are going to explore the power, purpose, and 

posture of prayer as revealed in Scripture. This teaching is divided into seven parts, each unpacking a 

key aspect of how the righteous are to cry out in the last days. Let us proceed to Part 1. 

 

PART 1: FOUNDATIONS OF PRAYER 

 

What is Prayer According to Scripture? 

 

Prayer in Scripture is far more than just asking for things. At its core, prayer is the act of entering into 

communion with YHWH. It is both relational and covenantal. Through prayer, we communicate with 

him, express trust, seek his will, intercede for others, give thanks, and offer worship. It is the verbal and 

non-verbal language of covenant loyalty, both expressing our dependence and pledging our obedience. 

 

Prayer is not a formula or a transaction. It is a natural outflow of walking in covenant with our Creator, 

responding to who he is and what he has revealed. Prayer can take the form of petition, praise, lament, 

thanksgiving, confession, or intercession. Each form reflects a different aspect of our relationship with 

YHWH. 

 

We see the foundation of intercessory prayer modeled early in Genesis. In Genesis 18, Abraham speaks 

to YHWH and intercedes on behalf of Sodom with boldness and humility, appealing to YHWH’s justice 

and mercy. Though YHWH is manifest here in visible form, the posture, content, and covenantal 

function of Abraham’s appeal align closely with the later pattern of intercessory prayer seen throughout 

Scripture. 

 

These examples show us that prayer is not merely ritual but is deeply relational. It is grounded in 

covenant, and it reveals a faith that dares to approach YHWH with reverence, trust, and urgency. 

 

Prayer is also YHWH’s invitation to participate with him in the unfolding of his will. Though he knows 



all, he still desires relationship with us—and prayer is one of the primary ways we enter into that 

relationship. 

 

Commanded to Pray: A Covenant Expectation 

 

The call to pray is not optional for those in covenant. It is expected. It is part of a faithful response to 

YHWH’s faithfulness. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 says: 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus [Messiah Yeshua] for you. 

 

To “pray without ceasing” does not mean we are in constant verbal prayer, but that our posture is one of 

continual openness and ongoing dialogue with YHWH. It means prayer becomes the natural rhythm of a 

life lived in his presence. 

 

Psalm 145:18 teaches: 

The LORD [YHWH] is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 

 

Calling upon YHWH “in truth” includes sincerity, humility, and alignment with his revealed ways, 

especially his Torah, that is, the Law of God. We are not manipulating YHWH through prayer; we are 

aligning ourselves with him. 

 

In Luke 18:1, Yeshua gives this instruction: 

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 

 

This parable, of the persistent widow and the unjust judge, teaches that YHWH values persistent, 

trusting prayer. If even an unjust judge eventually listens, how much more will our righteous Father hear 

his elect who cry out to him day and night? 

 

Prayer, then, is a defining trait of those in covenant. It is not merely about receiving from YHWH, it is 

about seeking YHWH, being shaped by him, and aligning ourselves with his purposes, no matter how 

long it takes for the answer to come. 

 

 

PART 2: THE MYSTERY OF UNANSWERED PRAYER 

 

Prayers Seemingly Not Answered: Why? 

 

One of the most painful and challenging experiences in the walk of faith is when prayers appear to go 

unanswered. This can lead to discouragement, confusion, and even doubt. Yet, Scripture provides clarity 

on why YHWH’s answer to prayer may be “not yet” or even “no.” 

 

1 John 5:14–15 says: 

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will 

he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 

requests that we have asked of him. 

 

Here we see that the condition is according to his will. We are not promised everything we want, but if 



we ask “according to his will”—that is, in line with to his righteous and eternal purposes—we are 

promised that our requests will be heard and answered according to his timing and plan. 

 

Sometimes, the timing of an answer is delayed because we are in a period of spiritual testing or 

refinement. In Daniel 10:12–14, Daniel prays for understanding, and though he is heard immediately, 

the answer is delayed 21 days due to spiritual opposition. This passage reminds us that unseen realities 

can influence what we perceive as a delay. 

 

Moreover, YHWH may use unanswered prayers to test and mature our faith. Abraham waited decades 

for the promise of Isaac. Joseph waited years in prison. David cried out for deliverance while being 

pursued for several years. Their waiting was not punishment, but preparation. 

 

Prayer is not a vending machine.  Thinking of prayer as a vending machine treats YHWH like a servant 

to our desires rather than a sovereign Father shaping our hearts; instead of seeing prayer as 

transactional—insert request, receive blessing—we must understand it as relational, aligning us with his 

will and forming us into his image. It is a relationship with YHWH where he draws us closer, even 

through silence. The silence is not absence. Sometimes, the waiting is the answer, because it is forming 

something in us far greater than the thing we asked for. 

 

When Free Will Opposes Our Prayers 

 

What happens when we pray for someone to be saved or to turn to YHWH, and they resist?  

 

This is a difficult but vital question—especially for those praying for loved ones. 

 

Scripture affirms that YHWH desires all to be saved: 

 

1 Timothy 2:3–4 

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be 

saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

 

However, YHWH does not override human free will. This principle is seen throughout the Scriptures.  

 

In Luke 13:34, Yeshua laments: 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 

often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 

and you were not willing! 

 

Yeshua longed to gather them, yet they would not come. His desire did not override their refusal. 

 

When we intercede for others, we are asking YHWH to move, to convict, to open eyes and soften hearts, 

but we cannot compel their will. YHWH himself will not do that. He gives every opportunity, but 

humility cannot be forced. 

 

This does not mean prayer is useless. It is precisely because we cannot control another’s heart that 

intercession is so vital. Our prayers invite YHWH to act in ways we cannot see, to bring people to the 

end of themselves, to expose idols, to confront them with truth and love. And sometimes, those prayers 

are not answered in the timing we expect, or in our lifetime. But they are not wasted. 

 



Intercession Is Powerful but Not Coercive 

 

While we cannot override free will, intercession is still one of the most powerful tools we have in the 

kingdom of YHWH. Scripture consistently affirms that the fervent prayers of the righteous matter. 

 

James 5:16 

The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 

 

Moses stood in the gap for Israel in Exodus 32, and YHWH relented from destroying the people. Samuel 

said it would be sin for him to cease praying for Israel (1 Samuel 12:23). These examples show that 

prayer influences real outcomes, especially when it comes from those walking in obedience. 

 

Intercessory prayer is spiritual warfare. When we pray for others, we are engaging in battle for their 

hearts, minds, and futures. In many cases, we may not see the fruit of that battle immediately. But we 

continue because prayer aligns us with YHWH’s heart, and often, he works behind the scenes in ways 

we cannot yet perceive. 

 

Even Yeshua intercedes: 

 

Hebrews 7:25 

Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since 

he always lives to make intercession for them. 

 

If the Son of YHWH is continually interceding, then our participation in intercession is not only 

powerful, it is patterned after his example. 

 

To intercede is not to control outcomes. It is to call down the mercy, justice, and transformative power 

of YHWH into the life of another. It is never wasted. It is kingdom work. And it will one day be 

revealed in full. 

 

 

PART 3: CONDITIONS THAT IMPACT PRAYER 

 

Torah Obedience and Answered Prayer 

 

One of the most sobering truths about prayer in Scripture is that it is not automatically heard or accepted 

by YHWH simply because it is uttered. The Word of God teaches that there are conditions under which 

prayer is hindered, and one of the most direct conditions relates to our obedience to his Torah:  

 

Proverbs 28:9 

If one turns away his ear from hearing the law [Torah], even his prayer is an abomination. 

 

This verse is clear and unambiguous. If a person rejects the Torah—if he refuses to listen or submit to 

YHWH’s instructions—then their prayer is not only ignored, but is detestable in his sight. This is not 

about imperfection or struggle in obedience. We all fall short, and we all need grace. This is about 

willful rebellion, where one knowingly refuses to obey while still expecting the blessings of covenant 

relationship. 

 

This principle is confirmed throughout the prophets: 



Isaiah 59:1–2 

Behold, The LORD’s [YHWH’s] hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it 

cannot hear; but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your 

sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. 

 

YHWH’s lack of response is not due to his weakness or distance, it is due to sin that breaks covenant 

fellowship. Sin separates us from the holy presence of YHWH, and without repentance, that separation 

affects our prayers. 

 

God’s lack of response is not due to his weakness or distance; it is due to sin that breaks covenant 

fellowship. Sin separates us from the holy presence of YHWH, and without repentance, that separation 

affects our prayers. Scripture gives multiple examples of this, including 1 Peter 3:7, where husbands are 

instructed to show honor to their wives so that their “prayers may not be hindered.” If a man’s failure to 

walk righteously with his wife can hinder his prayers, we see how sin in any form can obstruct our 

communion with God. 

 

However, Scripture also shows that repentance restores access: 

 

Psalm 66:18–20 

If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. But truly God has 

listened; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. Blessed be God, because he has not rejected 

my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me! 

 

The key is not perfection but humility, sincerity, and a submitted heart. Those who seek to walk in 

obedience, even if imperfectly, are heard. Those who disregard YHWH’s Torah and yet expect his favor 

through prayer are walking in self-deception. 

 

We cannot separate prayer from obedience. They are both expressions of covenant faithfulness. A life 

that seeks YHWH’s will through both prayer and practice is the life that finds intimacy with him. 

 

Covenant Loyalty: Faithful but Unanswered? 

 

Sometimes, we do walk in obedience. We fear YHWH, we love his Torah, we pray for others and for 

ourselves, yet the answers do not come. What then? 

 

Scripture offers both challenge and comfort here. YHWH does not always act on our timetable. He tests, 

refines, and matures us through prolonged seasons of waiting and uncertainty. This is part of his 

sovereign work in shaping our faith. 

 

Habakkuk 3:17–19 

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines… yet I will rejoice in the 

LORD [YHWH]; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. The LORD [YHWH] God is my 

strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places. 

 

This is covenant loyalty in its deepest form, remaining faithful not because of what we receive, but 

because of who YHWH is. When prayer is unanswered, we are invited to trust in his character rather 

than our own perception of the results. 

 

Job 13:15 



Though he slay me, I will hope in him. 

 

Job’s faith was not transactional. He did not serve YHWH because of the blessings he received. He 

served him because he trusted YHWH’s righteousness, even in suffering. 

 

Unanswered prayer is not always a result of disobedience. Sometimes it is part of a larger plan we 

cannot yet see. It may be part of the delay embedded in the prophetic calendar. It may be that our request 

is good, but the timing is not. Or it may be that YHWH intends something greater through the waiting. 

 

When prayers go unanswered even as we remain faithful, we do not accuse YHWH—we cling to him. 

We persist not because of what we see, but because of what we know: that he is just, merciful, and 

trustworthy. 

 

In this life, we may not receive the answers we long for. But the foundation of faith is not in getting 

what we want—it is in trusting the one who always does what is right. Our prayers are not forgotten. 

They rise before him as incense (Revelation 5:8), and they will be remembered when the fullness of time 

has come. 

 

 

PART 4: BIBLICAL ESCOTOLOGY AND PRAYER 

 

Prayer in the Last Days 

 

When we understand prayer through the framework of YHWH’s prophetic timeline, we are better 

equipped to endure seasons of silence or delay, trusting that even divine pauses serve a purpose in his 

plan. 

 

YHWH reveals through prophecy that his timing is precise, even if hidden from our view. The delay of 

prayer responses may not be rejection but rather alignment with a greater redemptive plan. Daniel 

10:12–14 gives us a glimpse of the unseen warfare that sometimes delays YHWH’s responses. Daniel’s 

prayer was heard “from the first day,” yet the answer was delayed by 21 days due to a conflict in the 

spiritual realm. Daniel was not forsaken. Though the delay was due to spiritual resistance, not personal 

failure, seasons like this often test and strengthen the faithful, even when the reason is not about them 

directly. 

 

Those in covenant must understand that some of our prayers, especially for salvation, deliverance, or 

justice, are eschatological. They are meant to be fulfilled in the fullness of time, not before.  

 

Consider the cry of the saints in Revelation 6:10: 

They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will 

judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 

 

Their cry is a prayer, yet the response is tied to prophetic timing. Likewise, Israel cried out in Egypt for 

deliverance (Exodus 2:23–25), and YHWH responded, but only when the time was right. 

 

When we pray with this awareness, we gain strength to endure.  

 

Persistent Prayer in the Final Days 

 



Yeshua taught clearly that in the last days, prayer would be essential, and perseverance in prayer would 

be a mark of the faithful. 

 

Luke 18:7–8 

And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long 

over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on earth? 

 

This passage highlights two truths: First, that YHWH hears those who persist in prayer. Second, that in 

the end, the danger is not that he will forget us, but that we will lose heart. The challenge is not whether 

YHWH will act, but whether we will continue to believe. 

 

This persistence is not blind repetition. Instead, it is covenant faithfulness. The parable of the persistent 

widow, which introduces this teaching, shows a woman who refuses to stop crying out for justice. Her 

endurance is a picture of the kind of faith Yeshua seeks when he returns. 

 

In our current age, perhaps at the threshold of Messiah’s return, we are called to this kind of enduring, 

faithful prayer.  

 

Just as Yeshua told us to watch and pray (Mark 13:33), we are to persist, not because we always see 

immediate results, but because we are people of the covenant, people who know that our prayers are 

heard and will be fulfilled in YHWH’s perfect timing. 

 

Persistent prayer shapes our hearts, deepens our faith, and prepares us to endure what is coming. It also 

keeps us aligned with the Spirit of Messiah, who intercedes even now on our behalf (Romans 8:34; 

Hebrews 7:25). We are not alone in our groaning. All of creation groans with us (Romans 8:22–23), 

awaiting the final redemption. 

 

In this part of the season we are in, our prayers are like incense stored up in heaven (Revelation 5:8), 

soon to be poured out when the bowls of judgment and deliverance are full (Revelation 8:3–5). Until 

then, we pray—not because we see—but because we believe. 

 

 

PART 5: PERSONAL APPLICATION 

 

How Do We Persevere When We Are Tired? 

 

Even when we understand the theology and prophetic patterns of prayer, it is still possible to grow 

weary. Praying for decades without seeing the fruit, especially for the salvation of loved ones, can leave 

us feeling spiritually exhausted. Scripture does not dismiss these feelings. Instead, it acknowledges them 

and offers us encouragement. 

 

The Psalms are filled with honest prayers from the weary: 

 

Psalm 13:1–2 

How long, O LORD [YHWH]? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face 

from me? How long must I take counsel in my soul and have sorrow in my heart all the day? 

 

David does not pretend. He brings his fatigue and sorrow before YHWH, modeling for us that we do not 



need to filter our feelings in prayer. Our faith is not weakened by our honesty—it is proven through it, 

because true faith is not pretending to be strong. It is trusting YHWH enough to bring him our fears, our 

fatigue, and our questions, knowing he welcomes covenant honesty. 

 

Psalm 77:1–2 

I cry aloud to God, aloud to God, and he will hear me. In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; 

in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying; my soul refuses to be comforted. 

 

This passage reminds us that we are not alone in our discouragement. Many before us, righteous and 

faithful, have endured the same testing. The LORD [YHWH] collects our tears (Psalm 56:8), and none 

of them are forgotten. Our fatigue is not a failure; it is an invitation to bring even that burden to him. 

 

We are also exhorted not to lose heart in prayer: 

 

Luke 18:1 

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 

 

Waiting is hard. Hoping is hard. But Yeshua knew that in the days leading up to his return, his people 

would be tempted to give up. That is why he gave the parable of the persistent widow—to show that 

persistent prayer is not in vain, even when the answer is delayed. In the prophetic picture, we are nearing 

the appointed time. We must not allow the delay to break our faith. The ones who endure, who press in 

through weariness, are the ones Yeshua will find still faithful when he returns. 

 

Praying for the Salvation of Loved Ones 

 

For many, the deepest and most painful prayers are those for unsaved loved ones. A spouse, a child, a 

parent. We watch them reject the truth or remain indifferent. And as time passes, it can feel like those 

prayers are hitting a wall. 

 

But Scripture shows that this kind of intercession reflects the heart of the faithful—and aligns with 

YHWH’s own desire that none should perish. 

 

Romans 10:1 

Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 

 

Paul’s longing for the salvation of his people is the same longing many of us carry. And it echoes the 

desire that YHWH himself declares: 

 

1 Timothy 2:3–4 

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved 

and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

 

2 Peter 3:9 

He is patient, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 

 

When we intercede for someone’s salvation, we are not only expressing covenant faithfulness—we are 

participating in the very mission and will of Messiah himself. 

 

Hebrews 7:25 



He always lives to make intercession for them. 

 

If Yeshua is still interceding, we also must not cease. Every prayer, even when not immediately 

answered, is part of a spiritual battle. We may be praying for someone during the season of sowing, not 

reaping. But as Paul reminds us, someone else may reap where we sowed (John 4:37–38). The results 

may come in YHWH’s timing, or even beyond our lifetime. 

 

In the meantime, our job is to persevere. We can continue to plant seeds through our words, our love, 

and our lives. But the growth belongs to YHWH. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:6–7 

I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who 

waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 

 

There is no wasted prayer. Even the ones offered in tears are not forgotten. As we intercede for the 

salvation of others, we are participating in the same mercy that saved us. We were once the lost that 

someone else prayed for. And now, we are the intercessors for others. 

 

To those praying for decades: we honor your endurance. Keep praying. Keep sowing. You may not see 

the fruit now, but the harvest is coming. And when it does, you will rejoice that you did not give up. 

Prayer is not about control—it is about trust. And we trust not in the outcome, but in the faithfulness of 

YHWH. 

 

 

PART 6: DIFFICULT TRUTH 

 

What if the Praying Person Is Not Obedient to the Torah? 

 

This is perhaps one of the most uncomfortable yet necessary truths that we must address if we are to 

teach faithfully from Scripture and uphold the whole Word of YHWH. Many believe that as long as one 

is sincere in prayer, YHWH is obligated to listen. But sincerity alone does not define the effectiveness of 

prayer. Scripture draws a sharp line between those who walk in covenant obedience and those who 

knowingly reject YHWH’s instruction. 

 

Proverbs 28:9 

If one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination. 

 

The Hebrew word here for “law” is Torah, which means instruction. When a person chooses to ignore or 

reject YHWH’s Torah, his instructions for righteous living, while continuing to pray, the Scriptures do 

not flatter them. Their prayers are not merely ineffective; they are described as an abomination. That is a 

strong and sobering term, one that indicates not merely divine disapproval, but disgust. 

 

It is important to be clear: this is not speaking of the one who is sincerely seeking to learn and grow in 

obedience, nor the one who stumbles but repents. We all fall short. This is speaking of the one who 

refuses to submit, who disregards the Torah knowingly, and yet still expects YHWH’s favor. It is 

covenant disloyalty wrapped in religious pretense. 

 

This principle is echoed throughout the prophets: 

 



Isaiah 1:15–17 

When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; 

even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; 

your hands are full of blood. 

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; 

cease to do evil, learn to do good... 

 

And again: 

 

Zechariah 7:11–13 

But they refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder and stopped their ears that they 

might not hear. They made their hearts diamond-hard lest they should hear the law and the 

words that the LORD [YHWH] of hosts had sent by his Spirit through the former prophets. 

Therefore great anger came from the LORD [YHWH] of hosts. As I called, and they would not 

hear, so they called, and I would not hear... 

 

There is a consistent pattern in Scripture: when the Torah is rejected, prayer is rejected. There should be 

no expectation that YHWH will respond to those who refuse to submit to him. 

 

We must be careful to avoid two extremes. On one hand, we must not teach that perfect obedience is 

required for YHWH to hear prayer, none of us follow Torah perfectly. But on the other hand, we must 

not comfort those living in rebellion with promises that Scripture does not offer. 

 

To disregard the Torah is to reject the very covenant framework in which prayer operates.  

 

As Psalm 145:18 says: 

The LORD [YHWH] is near to all who call on him, 

to all who call on him in truth. 

 

Truth is not subjective. It is defined by the Word of YHWH (Psalm 119:142, Isaiah 66:2). To “call on 

him in truth” is to approach him with reverence, humility, and a desire to walk in his ways. Anything 

less is self-deception. 

 

John 9:31 

We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his 

will, God listens to him. 

 

This verse, though spoken by a formerly blind man, is consistent with the entire testimony of Scripture. 

Prayer and obedience are bound together in covenant. 

 

This truth may be hard to receive. But it is not given to condemn, it is given to call. YHWH is not 

seeking empty words. He is seeking hearts that are broken over sin, that long to walk in his ways, and 

that come before him in reverent trust. 

 

Psalm 34:15 

The eyes of the LORD [YHWH] are toward the righteous and his ears toward their cry. 

 

There is great hope here. If we turn toward his Torah, if we repent and seek to walk in his commands, he 



will hear us. He is not looking for perfection, but for faithfulness. And when we approach him in that 

posture—no matter how long we have been astray, he draws near. 

 

Isaiah 66:2 

But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at 

my word. 

 

This is our calling. And this is the kind of heart through which prayer becomes powerful, fruitful, and 

aligned with YHWH’s will. 

 

 

PART 7: YESHUA’S EXAMPLE OF PRAYER  

 

Yeshua’s Prayer Life Through a Torah Lens 

 

Yeshua’s example of prayer cannot be properly understood without recognizing that he prayed as a 

Torah-observant Jew within the framework of the Hebrew Scriptures. His prayer life was rooted in 

covenant and steeped in Scripture. 

 

His prayers were not disconnected from the commandments, rather, they were expressions of obedience 

to the Torah. He lived by Deuteronomy 6:5–7, loving YHWH with all his heart, soul, and might, and 

teaching others to do the same. Prayer, for Yeshua, was a form of covenant loyalty, cleaving to YHWH 

in constant submission and trust. 

 

Deuteronomy 10:20 

You shall fear the LORD [YHWH] your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by 

his name you shall swear. 

 

This “holding fast” is precisely what Yeshua demonstrated in prayer. 

 

Yeshua Prayed in the Pattern of the TANAKH 

 

Yeshua’s prayers often echo the Psalms and the Prophets. When Yeshua prayed, he frequently used 

Scripture, not just because it was familiar, but because prayer in the Biblical worldview is a return of 

YHWH’s Word back to him. 

 

On the tree, he quoted Psalm 22:1:  

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

 

He quoted Psalm 31:5 when he said,  

 

Luke 23:46 

Into your hands I commit my spirit 

 

His prayer in John 17 reflects the structure and theology of intercessors like Moses and Daniel, pleading 

for the sanctification of the people through truth, defined in the Torah (cf. Psalm 119:142). 

 

In Biblical thought, prayer is not merely emotional, it is legal, covenantal, and prophetic. It is speaking 

YHWH’s own words back to him in loyalty and expectation, something Yeshua exemplified. 



 

The Mo’edim and Yeshua’s Prayers 

 

Yeshua’s life was ordered according to the appointed times (Leviticus 23), which also shaped the themes 

and timing of his prayers. 

 

He prayed and taught in the Temple during the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot), including the Last Great 

Day (John 7:37–39), crying out about the living water, a prayerful proclamation rooted in Isaiah 12:3. 

 

His final intercessory prayer in John 17 likely took place during Passover week, aligning with the theme 

of redemption and deliverance. 

 

He kept night watches in prayer, in harmony with Temple practice and the Psalms (Psalm 119:148). 

 

Yeshua lived and prayed according to the Biblical calendar, which is why our own prayers must also 

realign with the divine pattern, the Biblical cycle of days, weeks, months, and years revealed in Genesis 

1 and throughout the Torah. 

 

Yeshua’s Emphasis on the Will of YHWH 

The central theme of Yeshua’s prayer life was not self-will, but the will of the Father. This is critical to 

understand in a Torah context, as the Torah defines YHWH’s will. 

 

Psalm 40:8 

I delight to do your will, O my God; your law (Torah) is within my heart. 

 

Yeshua embodied this verse. His most anguished prayer in Gethsemane reveals the core of covenant 

prayer: 

 

Matthew 26:39 

My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.  

 

This is the essence of Deuteronomy 6:5 lived out: complete love and submission, even unto death. It is 

also a Torah pattern, offering oneself in obedience, as father Abraham did with his son Isaac. Yeshua, 

like Isaac, willingly ascends the mount, places himself on the altar, and entrusts himself to the will of 

YHWH. 

 

Teaching Others to Pray: The Avinu (Our Father) 

 

When Yeshua taught his disciples how to pray in Matthew 6:9–13, what we call “the Lord’s Prayer” 

was not a new invention. It was a distillation of Hebraic prayer principles drawn from Torah and 

Tanakh: 

 

Our Father in heaven – From Isaiah 63:16 and Deuteronomy 32:6 

Hallowed be your name – Ezekiel 36:23, YHWH’s name will be sanctified among the nations 

Your kingdom come – The longing for Davidic and Messianic restoration 

Your will be done – Submitting to the Torah and the prophetic plan 

Give us this day our daily bread – Like the manna in the wilderness, trusting YHWH’s daily provision 

Forgive us our debts – Referencing Leviticus 16, the Day of Atonement 

Lead us not into temptation – An echo of Deuteronomy 8, where Israel was tested 



Deliver us from evil – The plea of the Psalms and Prophets, awaiting final deliverance 

 

Yeshua taught prayer from the Scriptures. To pray as he prayed is to root our requests in the promises 

and patterns of the Torah. 

 

Yeshua’s Prayer Ministry Continues 

 

Though his earthly ministry concluded with the cross, Yeshua’s prayer ministry continues now. 

 

Hebrews 7:25 

He always lives to make intercession for them. 

 

Like the Levitical high priest, Yeshua entered the heavenly tabernacle to intercede on our behalf. His 

intercession does not nullify the Torah, it fulfills its priestly shadows. He now prays in the heavenly 

Holy of Holies, preparing for the full realization of the seventh day rest and the beginning of the 8th day, 

eternity. 

 

His role as intercessor affirms the importance of our own intercessory role. We follow his pattern as 

those who pray with confidence, grounded in the covenant and in obedience. 

 

Conclusion: Walking in the Way of Yeshua 

 

To follow Yeshua is to pray as he prayed: 

 

• With Scripture in our mouth 

• With submission in our heart 

• In rhythm with the appointed times 

• In loyalty to the Torah 

• With a view toward the prophetic promises that are not yet fulfilled 

 

He did not pray disconnected from the commandments, his prayers were saturated in them. The closer 

we come to the return of Messiah, the more our prayer life must reflect his. 

 

Let us then commit ourselves to prayer as Yeshua did, as covenant communion with YHWH, always 

saying, “not my will, but yours be done.” 

 

Luke 11:1 

Master, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples. 

 

Let us ask the same, and walk in the way he walked and pray in the way he prayed. 

 

Final Integration: Prayer, Redemption, and the Prophetic Hope 

 

Yeshua’s prayer life was not only Torah-observant, it was prophetically timed and forward-looking.  

 

Every word, every intercession, was in harmony with the redemptive arc that the Torah and Prophets 

declare. His private prayers in the night watches were not for ritual’s sake, they were in alignment with 

the will of YHWH in preparation for the appointed days to come. 

 



As we may now live at the end of the sixth day, on the threshold of the seventh, our prayer must return 

to this same Biblical foundation. Yeshua’s example calls us to not only pray for daily needs, but to 

intercede for the restoration of all things: the return of Messiah, the resurrection of the righteous, the 

sanctification of YHWH’s name, and the ingathering of Israel. 

 

Isaiah 62:6–7 

On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen; 

all the day and all the night they shall never be silent. 

You who put YHWH in remembrance, take no rest, 

and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem 

and makes it a praise in the earth. 

 

Yeshua is our example. He is also our High Priest and Intercessor. And we, as his body, are called to 

join him in that same priestly function, praying in truth, in obedience, and in faith until the seventh day 

dawns and the final fulfillment comes. 
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