MINISTRIES

“The following is a direct script of a teaching that is intended to be presented via video, incorporating relevant text, slides,
media, and graphics to assist in illustration, thus facilitating the presentation of the material. In some places, this may cause
the written material to not flow or sound rather awkward in some places. In addition, there may be grammatical errors that
are often not acceptable in literary work. We encourage the viewing of the video teachings to complement the written
teaching you see below.”

Parashah Points: Vayechi — God will visit you

Welcome to another episode of Parashah Points—short thoughts from the weekly Torah Portion.

This week’s Parashah Point comes from Vayechi, which is Hebrew for “and he lived,” and it goes from
Genesis 47:28 to Genesis 50:26.

This parashah tells the story of Jacob’s request to be buried in Canaan when he dies (Genesis 47:28-31)

It also tells of Jacob’s blessing over Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, followed by Jacob’s
blessings over each of his own sons (Genesis 48:1-49:27).

Then we learn about Jacob’s death and burial (Genesis 49:28-33).
The parashah concludes with Joseph forgiving his brothers followed by Joseph’s death (Genesis 50).

There’s a lot we can talk about in this Torah Portion. Today we’re going to present a thought on waiting
on God.

Before Joseph died, he gave a prophecy about God visiting the people of Israel and taking them from
Egypt to the Promised Land:

Genesis 50:24
And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will visit you and bring you up out
of this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

This is one of the last verses in the book of Genesis, and it’s a promise that God will visit His people in
Egypt. The book of Exodus begins by telling us that a new Pharaoh came to power, and this Pharaoh
“did not know Joseph” (Exodus 1:8). This was many years after Joseph prophesied, after Israel had
“increased greatly” to the point that “the land was filled with them” (Exodus 1:7).

Joseph’s prophecy was fulfilled in the story of the Exodus when God raised up Moses and Aaron to lead



His people out of Egypt and eventually into the Promised Land.

Joseph saw that God would appear in the future, and that God would fulfill His promise. However, this
event would not happen in Joseph’s lifetime or in the lifetimes of his brothers to whom he gave this
prophecy. It would be a very long time before God would visit His people and deliver them.

We are living in a similar situation. We have these great promises from two thousand years ago that God
will visit us and deliver us. Messiah will return to take us into the Promised Land. There will come a day
when God’s presence will dwell among us in fullness (Revelation 21:3).

But right now we are waiting. We are in that space between these last few verses in Genesis and the
story of Exodus. We are living in the tension of the “in-between.” We have the promises. We believe the
promises. We are just waiting for God to show up and fulfill them.

James speaks to this “in-between time” and gives us some guidance.

James 5:7-9
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble
against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the
door.

We aren’t waiting for nothing. Just as the farmer’s toil and patience eventually leads to the precious fruit
of the earth, we know that the coming of the Lord will make all of our toil and waiting worth it. In this
“in-between time,” we know that God is refining our character and bringing us to a place of spiritual
maturity. Therefore, let us “establish our hearts,” as we faithfully wait for His return.

We are also told not to grumble against each other during this in-between time. Grumbling and
complaining does nothing to bring relief or speed things up. We need to keep our eyes on God, trusting
in Him. James later tells us to look to Job as an example of patience (James 5:11). God not only restored
Job’s blessings but also gave him so much more than what he lost. Likewise, the reward that awaits us at
the Lord’s return will be much greater than we have lost in this life.

Therefore, in this time of waiting, do not lose hope. “God will visit you.” Be patient. Don’t grumble.
Your heavenly reward for your faithfulness will be greater than you can even imagine.

Thank you for joining us for another Parashah Point!

We pray you have been blessed by this teaching. Remember, continue to test everything. Shalom! For
more on this and other teachings, please visit us at www.testeverything.net

Shalom, and may Yahweh bless you in walking in the whole Word of God.
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