MINISTRIES

“The following is a direct script of a teaching that is intended to be presented via video, incorporating relevant text, slides,
media, and graphics to assist in illustration, thus facilitating the presentation of the material. In some places, this may cause
the written material to not flow or sound rather awkward in some places. In addition, there may be grammatical errors that
are often not acceptable in literary work. We encourage the viewing of the video teachings to complement the written
teaching you see below.”

Grafted In

Culture can simply be defined as the accepted norms, practices, and beliefs that a certain group or
society holds to.

Culture develops and changes over time. As one is brought up in a culture, the norms of that culture are
engrained-ingrained into them. Ways of thinking or ways of doing can simply become tradition because
of our culture and background. This raises some questions: "What's the culture of the church today?
What's accepted simply for the sake of tradition? What is truth?”

With this in mind, let’s ask another question:
Is the New Testament the first time the Lord allowed Gentiles to be grafted into Israel?
Many might suggest that this is the case. But is that because of tradition or because of truth? Does the

church understand that it is part of Israel or b—separa{&enﬂ%ybo they consider themselves a separate Commented [j1]: Consider changing to something like “or do
entity? It doesn't take much digging to find out the truth on this matter. tieyjeonsicenthemoetves alspparatplentiy?

Exodus 12:49
There shall be one law for the native and for the stranger who sojourns among you.=

This verse is right after God institutes Passover and Unleavened Bread. So the Law wasn't just for
natural born Israel. The Lord allowed the atien-stranger—that is, the non-native-born Israelite—{from
the-natiens/Gentiles)-to be grafted into Israel and to be counted the same as Israel with the same law.
They are even included in the observance of Passover and Unleavened Bread!

The stranger, sojourner, or foreigner, is also directly mentioned in the commands to keep:

e The Sabbath (Exodus 20:10) - [Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman ]
e Yom Kippur (Leviticus 16:29) Formatted: List Paragraph, Bulleted + Level: 1 + Aligned
at: 0.25" + Indent at: 0.5"

e Shavuot (Deuteronomy 16:11)
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e Sukkot (Deuteronomy 16:14)—

These non-native-born Israelites were Mqiven equal justice as native-born Israelites within Israel’s

[" d [j2]: Consider removing

court system:

Leviticus 24:22
You are to have the same law for the foreigner and the native-born. | am the LORD [YHWH]
your God.

They were also allowed to participate in worship at the Tabernacle and the /Temple;
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Numbers-9:14

A

Numbers 15:15-16
The community is to have the same rules for you and for the foreigner residing among you; this
is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. You and the foreigner shall be the same
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before the LORD [YHWH]:_The same laws and regulations will apply both to you and to the
foreigner residing among you."

Can you think of a New Testament verse that sounds similar?

Galatians 3:28
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you
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are all one in Christ Jesus [Messiah Yeshua].

Romans 10:12-13
JFor there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his
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riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

This was not a new concept. It was one that had been around for a very long time. As YHWH stated,
“You and the sojourner shall be alike before the Lord [YHWH].” What's being taught in the New

[Formatted: Font color: Blue

Testament is the same as what was taught in the Old Testament.

Our Messiah confronted and rebuked the rellglous culture of the day When he came. What was the
culture? 2 y
theForah—The Pharrsees and teachers of the IaW taught many of these problematlc tradltlons many of

[Formatted: Font color: Text 1

which contradicted the law of God, the Torah. Yeu-canread-Mark7forMark chapter 7 would offer just
one of these confrontations between Yeshua and the religious leaders of his day. ¥etasln the book of
Acts-the-ministry-of the-diseiples-beginsin-the-book-ef-Acts, we find that the traditions of those teachers
still were around and causing substantial problems_even after Yeshua’s ascension. Consider the words of
Peter in Acts 10:

Acts 10:28
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And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to
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visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that | should not call any person common or
unclean.

Nowhere in the Law of God will you find that they were not to associate with a foreigner, especially a
God-fearing foreigner that had left their old life to become part of Israel. In fact, we find throughout the
Scriptures that non-Hebrew people often became a-part of Israel. When Peter spoke about it being
“unlawful” to associate with foreigners, he was referring to an unbiblical tradition of the Pharisees that
became commonplace in their society and culture. These traditions were often referred to as the oral law,
or known today as the Talmud.

Ruth was from Moab (a Gentile), yet we see that she became a part of Israel:

Ruth 1:16
But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I
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will go, and where you lodge | will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my
God.

Ruth, together with Rahab, the prostitute from Jericho who had aided the 42two spies, not only became a
part of Israel but is also listed in the lineage of Yeshua in Matthew chapter 1.

Matthew 1:5
and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the

[Formatted: Font color: Blue

father of Jesse...
These women were grafted into Israel long before Romans 11 was ever written. God has always
provided for anyone who chooses Him. The same blessings that are for natural Israel, in being obedient
to God’s law, are also afforded to Gentiles who draw near to God.

God Himself invites foreigners who keep the Sabbath to His “house of prayer for all peoples.”

Isaiah 56:2-3
Blessed is the man who does this,
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and the son of man who holds it fast,
who keeps the Sabbath, not profaning it,
and keeps his hand from doing any evil.”

Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord [YHWH] say,
“The Lord [YHWH] will surely separate me from his people”;

Isaiah 56:6-7
“And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord [YHWH],

[Formatted: Font color: Blue

to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord [YHWH],
and to be his servants,

everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,
and holds fast my covenant—

these I will bring to my holy mountain,
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and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.”

The Sabbath, the sacrificial system, the whole Torah, isis intended to be for all people, first to the Jew,
then to the Gentile.

What establishes people as God's children? Is it being in the lineage of Abraham?
No.

Remember, the Pharisees in John chapter 8, who were of the lineage of Abraham, claimed Abraham as
their father. Yet Yeshua declared them as children of the Devil. Big difference! Romans 9 even says:

Romans 9:6
.- For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel
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What does that mean?

It means that being of the physical seed of Abraham does not necessarily mean you are of his spiritual
seed. It's always been this way. According to Yeshua, those who live in the faith and obedience of
Abraham are His children. This idea is reiterated by James:

James 2:21-24
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? You

[ Formatted:
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see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; and the
Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and
not by faith alone.

So then, it is both faith and obedience, that are important, because obedience (to God’s law, not man’s) is

the result and proof of our faith. It always has been. The Word is the seed. Faith in God (the Word) is
the root. Obedience to His law is the fruit.

Consider this from Deuteronomy:

Deuteronomy 29:12-13
You are standing today, all of you, before the Lord [YHWH] your God: the heads of your tribes,
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your elders, and your officers, all the men of Israel, your little ones, your wives, and the
sojourner who is in your camp, from the one who chops your wood to the one who draws your
water, so that you may enter into the sworn covenant of the Lord [YHWH] your God, which
the Lord [YHWH] your God is making with you today, that he may establish you today as
his people, and that he may be your God, as he promised you, and as he swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

This verse tells us that those who walk in His covenant are those who are established as HIS people,
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even the sojourner, even the Gentile. It's not because you may be from the lineage of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob but rather that you live the way that they lived—in their faith, in their obedience. So those
who walk in His covenant are the ones He calls His children. Consider what we see a little later in this
text:

Deuteronomy 29:14-15
Jtis not with you alone that | am making this sworn covenant, but with whoever is standing here
with us today before the Lord [YHWH)] our God, and with whoever is not here with us today.

Our Messiah said that he did not come to abolish the law (Matthew 5:17-20).
Why? Because it's for all of God’s people, Jew and Gentile! When Gentiles are grafted into Israel by

faith, they become part of the ONE body, the ONE holy nation of Israel—and the ONE law for all is the
standard by which we should live our lives.

That’s why we are to follow the Messiah’s example in obedience to the law. We are established as His
YHWH’s children in our faith, and it is through our obedience of faith that we prove we are His
children. Again, we are established as His children n-by our faith, and it is through our obedience to that
faith that we prove we are His children.

We are to have faith in the Word of God. If the seed of the Word is truly in us, it can produce only the
same fruit that was produced in Messiah Yeshua—obedience to the law.

As we are taught from the beginning, like kind produces like kind. The same seed (the Word) that was in
Messiah Yeshua is the same seed (the Word) that is to be in us by our faith. The proof of hha&m_eseed
being in us is in the fruit that we produce. It's never been about lineage. It's always been about the faith
and walk that came from that lineage.

Galatians 3:7
Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham.

Ephesians 2:11-13
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by
what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—remember that you were at
that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus
[Messiah Yeshua] you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

Then a few verses further down...

Ephesians 2:18-19
JFor through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of
God...

This, in effect, makes us part of Israel exactly like Ruth and Rahab. Many struggle in a correct seriptural

Scriptural understanding on this particular matter, so perhaps we should read it again.
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Ephesians 2:19

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens (Gentiles), but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God (Commonwealth of Israel)-(Ephesians2:19)

As Peter also says...

1 Peter 2:10
Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but
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now you have received mercy.
We are called to come into His holy (set apart) nation. It's truly that simple.
1 Peter 2:9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

We are now part of the holy “nation”—singular. Consider how this parallels.

Exodus 19:6
and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.> These are the words that you shall

[ Field Code Changed
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speak to the people of Israel.2

Nothing has changed. The New Testament is only giving us what was already established in the Old
Testament.

As we read in Ephesians 2, we were once separated from Christ and strangers to God’s covenants, but
now we are citizens of Israel—just like Ruth and Rahab. It's just like the “mixed multitude” of the
Egyptians (alien/foreigner) and “natural born” Hebrews that left Egypt, who %Hd-)collectively referred to
themselves as “Israel,” the holy nation.

[Exodus 12:38
A mixed multitude also went up with them, and very much livestock, both flocks and herds.

We are all ONE nation, ONE body.

Colossians 3:15
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And
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be thankful.
So to what body is this referring?

Ephesians 3:6
This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the

[Formatted: Font color: Blue

promise in Christ Jesus [Messiah Yeshua] through the gospel.

There is only ONE body. So there is no such thing as the church and Israel in the sense of being

Page 6 of 10


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter+2:9&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12:38&version=NKJV

separate. Believing Israel is the church, or more accurately, the assembly. And the Gentiles are simply
grafted into that same assembly. This is what the seriptures-Scriptures teach:

Isaiah 56:3
Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord [YHWH] say,
“The Lord [YHWH] will surely separate me from his people”;
and let not the eunuch say,
“Behold, [ am a dry tree.”

It wasn't called the "church™ in the Old Testament. It was called "gahal,” and it means "assembly." In
fact, the word interpreted as "church" in the Greek is “ekklesia.” It actually also means "congregation”
or “assembly." This parallels perfectly with the Old Testament.

We know that the apostles considered Israel in the Old Testament as “the Church.” Many
dispensationalists have said, "Israel is not ‘the Church’ and ‘the Church’ is not Israel." A lot of doctrines
and eschatological theories are built upon this premise. But when one examines seripture-Scripture itself,
they will be surprised to discover that Israel in the Old Testament is called the "Church." Stephen
reveals this fact in Acts 7 when he defends himself against false accusations that he rejected the Law

of Moses. Listen to what Steven says when referring to Moses:

Acts 7:38 (ESV)
This is the one who was in the congregation (ekklesia) in the wilderness with the angel who spoke
to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us.

And here it is in the King James Version

Acts 7:38 (KSVKJV)

This is he, that was in the church (ekklesia) in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in
the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us:

Stephen clearly refers to Israel in the wilderness as "the Church™ (ekklesia). Stephen was a Jewish
believer. He understood the Greek customs in calling Israel the “church" (ekklesia) because of using the
Septuagint (LXX). Fhis-was-simplyThe Septuagint is the Greek version of the Old Testament Scriptures.
This ancient Greek version of the Old Testament regularly uses "ekklesia" to refer to Israel. There were
believers in those years who relied on the Septuagint, and the New Testament is filled with quotations
from it.

By way of the Septuagint, those in the first century were well acquainted with the fact that
true Israel was the "Church" in Old Testament times, and this concept never changed in

~the New Testament writings. It wewld-be-hundredswouldn’t be until hundreds of
years later that the theological interpretive framework of dividing the church and Israel would be
invented and taught. Even though it is contrary to the teaching of the Scripture, it spread and became
known as dispensationalism.

If believers today would grasp hold of this and see that there is no difference between the Old Testament
and New Testament terminology, then we would truly understand that we are part of Israel—maybe not
by way of blood lineage but definitely by way of being grafted in. It must be noted that there is a

distinction between physical Israel and spiritual Israel. Paul himself shows the distinction in Romans 11.
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Romans 11:23
And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power
to graft them in again.

So some of Israel has been cut off because of unbelief. Are they then still Israel? Yes, but not the
spiritual Israel as intended from the beginning. It's just as in the days of the first generation under
Moses.

Compare this in Hebrews:

Hebrews 3:14-19
JFor we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. As
it is said,

“Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”

For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses?
And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies
fell in the wilderness? And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those
who were disobedient? So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.

Take note here that unbelief was the reason they were unable to enter, which was evidenced by their
disobedience:

Hebrews 4:1-2
Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem
to have failed to reach it. For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard
did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened.

What was the gospel or good news they heard? It was that ANYONE can come to the Father in faith
and obedience. So what happened to them? The verse continues:

but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those
who listened

The Father required faith even then, just as itisHe does today. The Father is the same yesterday, today,
and forever. His standards remain the same, He does not change.- This same principle applies for
Gentiles. Though you may have been physically born as a Gentile, if you have been born again, you are
now part of Israel. You are a spiritual Israelite in the eyes of YHWH. You are grafted into the cultivated
olive tree. You are now a citizen of the true nation of Israel. Regardless of what the culture you are in
may be saying or teaching, if you are born again, you're a citizen of the commonwealth of Israel.

For so long we have been taught }beeaus&ef—traelkieq#hat we are not given the same instruction as the
Israelites because we are foreign Gentiles. Have you been taught this? If so, can we really continue to
believe itthis? The real practical question is this: now that we know that we are part of Israel, His
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children, and His holy nation—should we not do what Israel is commanded to practice and obey in the
Word of God? This is the very foundation of who we are and needs to be understood. Remember...

Romans 10:12

For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his ( Formatted: Font color: Blue

riches on all who call on him.

How many of us have been taught that the Jews rejected the Messiah and now the Lord is building His
church through the Gentiles? Not only thisat, but that the Lord did away with the Law? Now those who

want to come into the Kingdom do so by joining the Gentiles. But as we k;ansee[w, faith has ( commented [§8]: Consider changing to “have seen”
always been the foundation. It has always been faith that establishes us as being one in the Lord, then ( Formatted: Not Highlight

obedience to His Word would follow:

1 Peter 1:23

Since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and ( Formatted: Font color: Blue

abiding word of God;
The imperishable seed is not that of the lineage of Abraham but rather of the Word. Israel has always
been those who walked in His covenant in faith. So remember, we are part of Israel, and the Father tells
us that we are His treasured possession if we keep His covenant.

Exodus 19:5

Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured ( Formatted: Font color: Blue

possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;

N [Formatted: Font color: Blue

Take note that it doesn't say that they are His treasured possession by being of the lineage of Abraham,
Isaac, or Jacob but rather by keeping His covenant. Se-lLet's read that again.

Exodus 19:5-6

Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured ( Formatted: Font color: Blue

possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.>

It’s often said by some Christians, that the Lord gave the law to the Israelites to prove to them that they
didn't have the capacity to obey. Nothing could be farther from the truth. Let us read the words found in
Deuteronomy 30:

Deuteronomy 30:11

ZFor this commandment that | command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. ( Formatted: Font color: Blue

God Himself said it is not too hard to follow. How could the law have been given to prove it was too

hard to follow when God, Himself, said it #as-ane-is not too hard to follow? ( Formatted: Not Highlight
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Think about it. How could the Father have judged His people in the Old Testament for not keeping His
covenant if they never had the ability to keep it in the first place? Is that a loving God? Consider the
words found just two chapters later:
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Deuteronomy 32:45-47

And when Moses had finished speaking all these words to all Israel, he said to them, “Take to [Formatted: Font color: Blue

heart all the words by which | am warning you today, that you may command them to your
children, that they may be careful to do all the words of this law. For it is no empty word for you,
but your very life, and by this word you shall live long in the land that you are going over the
Jordan to possess.”

THEY ARE NOT JUST IDLE WORDS! Yet, they have become idle words in the eyes of much of the ( Formatted: Not Highlight

Church today. They are no longer the LIFE of the church (ekklesia) today. The church believer today
has tossed them aside EVEN THOUGH they were the very life of CHRIST himself. He is our example,
not our excuse. He has grafted us in to follow his perfect example and to walk as a citizen of Heaven,
not ef-the world.

If you have given your life to Christ, it is our prayer that you understand_that you are part of Israel, and
God is calling us today to walk in the ways of His Son—to walk in the eternal covenant. Walking in the
law is not your salvation. It's the evidence, or fruit, of your salvation.

If you would like to study this more, consider eurthe teaching “The Error of Dispensationalism.”

We pray that this teaching has blessed you, and remember, continue to test everything.

Shalom

For more on this and other teachings, please visit us at www.testeverything.net ( Field Code Changed

Shalom, and may Yahweh bless you in walking in the whole Word of God.

EMAIL: Info@119ministries.com

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/119Ministries

WEBSITE: www.TestEverything.net & www.ExaminaloTodo.net
TWITTER: www.twitter.com/119Ministries#
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