
GROUP STUDY GUIDE

The Exiled Prophet, Part 4: When You Walk Through Fire (Daniel 3)

TEACHING SUMMARY
Nebuchadnezzar erects a golden image and demands that his officials bow when the music 
sounds. The teaching considers possible forms and political purposes of the image but does 
not claim certainty. Refusing the command carries the penalty of a fiery furnace.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refuse to worship the image because God forbids such 
worship. Envious officials accuse them before the king. Their refusal is an act of loyalty to 
God rather than an attempt to overthrow Nebuchadnezzar’s government.

Unlike the earlier dispute over food, this confrontation leaves no room for an acceptable 
compromise. The three men affirm that God can rescue them, yet declare that they will 
remain faithful even if he does not. Obedience is not conditional on immediate survival.

The enraged king orders an overheated furnace, and the flames kill the men carrying out the 
sentence. Inside, however, he sees four figures walking unbound. The three servants 
emerge unharmed, with their clothing intact and without even the smell of fire.

The teaching connects the furnace with biblical images of judgment and refinement. Trials 
can purify God’s people, and God does not leave them to endure alone. Nebuchadnezzar 
acknowledges God’s deliverance and promotes the men he had condemned.

The closing application calls believers to honor the eternal King above temporary earthly 
powers. Sometimes faithfulness brings rescue, sometimes endurance through suffering, and 
sometimes death. In every case, the teaching grounds courage in God’s authority and the 
hope of eternal life.



SUMMARY POINTS
• The king commands worship of a golden image.

• The image’s precise form and political purpose remain uncertain.

• God’s command against image worship governs the three men’s response.

• Their opponents exploit faithfulness as grounds for accusation.

• This situation offers no compromise that preserves obedience.

• The men trust God’s power without making obedience depend on rescue.

• The furnace harms the executioners but not God’s servants.

• A fourth figure appears with the three men in the fire.

• The teaching relates trials to refinement and God’s presence.

• Eternal hope supports faithfulness even when earthly deliverance does not come.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK

Basic

1. Nebuchadnezzar’s image is made of ______________________________.

2. The threatened punishment is a burning fiery ______________________________.

3. The three faithful men are Shadrach, Meshach, and ______________________________.

4. The king orders the furnace heated ______________________________ times more than usual.

5. The king sees ______________________________ men walking in the fire.

6. The men emerge without even the ______________________________ of fire upon them.

Challenging

1. The image stands on the plain of ______________________________.

2. Its stated height is ______________________________ cubits.

3. Its stated breadth is ______________________________ cubits.

4. The teaching connects the prohibition of image worship with Exodus chapter 
______________________________.

5. James 1:12 promises the crown of ______________________________ to those who remain 
steadfast.

6. Isaiah 48:10 describes the furnace of ______________________________.



GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Which proposed details about the image does the teaching leave uncertain?

2. Why was bowing to the image unacceptable to the three men?

3. How does this confrontation differ from the negotiated solution in Daniel 1?

4. What does their willingness to obey even without rescue reveal about faith?

5. How does the teaching connect the furnace with judgment, refinement, and God’s 
presence?

6. How can hope in God’s eternal kingdom support obedience when earthly outcomes are 
uncertain?



ANSWER KEY – GROUP GUIDE

Basic

1. gold

2. furnace

3. Abednego

4. seven

5. four

6. smell

Challenging

1. Dura

2. sixty

3. six

4. 20

5. life

6. affliction
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