
GROUP STUDY GUIDE

Brit Hadasha: Paul and Avoiding Genealogies

TEACHING SUMMARY
This teaching examines the claim that Paul discouraged genealogical study because he was 
anxious to hide something. It acknowledges legitimate uses of genealogy: priests in the 
Aaronic order descend from Aaron through Levi, and Messiah must come through David. 
The question is what Paul was addressing in 1 Timothy 1 and Titus 3, rather than whether 
ancestry ever matters.

In 1 Timothy 1:3–7, Timothy is instructed to oppose different doctrine, myths, and endless 
genealogies that promote speculation. The stated goal is love arising from a pure heart, a 
good conscience, and sincere faith. Certain would-be teachers of Torah had departed from 
this goal and were making confident statements without understanding their subject. Their 
discussions distracted from faithful stewardship.

The term mataiologia is explained as empty or vain talk. Titus 3 supplies a similar contrast 
between profitable good works and worthless controversies. God’s mercy and grace are 
followed by a call for believers to devote themselves to good works, show gentleness, and 
avoid quarrelling. Repeatedly divisive behavior receives warnings and then separation, 
rather than an invitation to continue fruitless disputes.

The teaching distinguishes such arguments from useful scriptural discussion. Testing 
understandings and sharpening one another are encouraged through 1 John 4:1 and 
Proverbs 27:17. Passion itself is not the problem. A discussion becomes unfruitful when the 
aim changes from seeking truth to insisting on a personal position while refusing the 
possibility of correction.

Paul’s own example in Philippians 3 further explains the concern. He could claim Israelite 
ancestry, membership in Benjamin, and Pharisaic training, yet regarded these advantages as 
loss compared with knowing Messiah. The teaching applies this principle to disputes about 
ancestry, favored teachers, and other matters that divide people without strengthening 
obedience and faith.

The conclusion emphasizes that Paul wrote to specific people about specific situations. His 
warnings do not abolish meaningful genealogies or prohibit examining Scripture. They 
direct attention away from speculation and status toward love, truth, good works, and unity. 
The teaching recalls that native-born Israelites and sojourners who followed YHWH 
belonged to one people, so ancestry should not become a reason to divide the body.



SUMMARY POINTS
• Genealogy matters for Aaronic priesthood and Messiah’s Davidic lineage.

• Paul’s warnings must be read within the situations addressed in his letters.

• First Timothy contrasts speculation with faithful stewardship.

• The goal is love from a pure heart, good conscience, and sincere faith.

• Mataiologia describes empty or vain talk.

• Titus contrasts profitable good works with fruitless disputes.

• Scriptural discussion and testing can sharpen believers.

• Insistence on one’s own position without openness to correction turns discussion into 
argument.

• Paul valued knowing Messiah above ancestry and religious credentials.

• The teaching calls for unity among all who follow YHWH, rather than division over 
ancestry.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK

Basic
1. The priestly line discussed in the teaching descends from ____________________ through Levi.

2. Messiah’s required royal line is the line of ______________________________.

3. First Timothy 1:5 identifies the aim of the charge as ______________________________.

4. Endless genealogies in 1 Timothy 1:4 promote ______________________________ rather than 
faithful stewardship.

5. Titus 3 urges believers to devote themselves to good ______________________________.

6. The teaching calls the body to be united rather than ______________________________.

Challenging
1. Paul asked Timothy to remain in ______________________________ to address the teaching 
problems.

2. The Greek word explained as empty or vain talk is ______________________________.

3. Titus 3 calls for warning a divisive person once and then ______________________________.

4. Proverbs 27:17 compares mutual sharpening to ______________________________ sharpening 
iron.

5. In Philippians 3, Paul identifies his tribe as ______________________________.

6. Paul counted his former advantages as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
______________________________ Messiah.



GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How can genealogy be necessary for some biblical purposes yet unprofitable in the 
disputes Paul addresses?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. How does the goal stated in 1 Timothy 1:5 clarify Paul’s concern about speculation?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. What contrast does Titus 3 make between good works and divisive arguments?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

4. According to the teaching, what change in a participant’s purpose turns useful discussion 
into an unfruitful argument?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

5. How does Paul’s treatment of his own credentials in Philippians 3 support the teaching’s 
conclusion?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

6. How can believers test one another’s understandings while preserving the unity 
described in this teaching?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________



ANSWER KEY – GROUP GUIDE

Basic
1. Aaron — Teaching's opening Aaronic-priesthood example

2. David — Teaching's opening Davidic-lineage example

3. love — 1 Timothy 1:5

4. speculations — 1 Timothy 1:4

5. works — Titus 3:8

6. divided — Teaching conclusion on the body

Challenging
1. Ephesus — 1 Timothy 1:3

2. mataiologia — Teaching word study of 1 Timothy 1:6

3. twice — Titus 3:10

4. iron — Proverbs 27:17

5. Benjamin — Philippians 3:5

6. knowing — Philippians 3:8



FACILITATOR DISCUSSION NOTES
Suggested responses follow the teaching. Invite discussion and personal application; these 
are not additional required answers.

1. The teaching recognizes genealogy's relevance to the Aaronic priesthood and Davidic 
Messiah. Its objection is to speculative disputes that displace faithful living in the situations 
addressed by Paul. Ask participants to distinguish an evidential question with a purpose 
from a status contest.

2. First Timothy 1:5 identifies love, a pure heart, a good conscience and sincere faith as the 
aim. Verses 3–7 contrast that goal with speculation and confident teaching without 
understanding. Use the stated aim to evaluate the fruit of a discussion.

3. Titus 3:1–8 grounds salvation in God's mercy and grace and then calls believers to good 
works and gentleness. Verses 9–11 contrast that with unprofitable disputes and persistent 
divisiveness. Keep the warnings in their full setting rather than treating any disagreement 
as a reason to exclude someone.

4. The source says discussion becomes unfruitful when defending one's position replaces 
pursuing truth and openness to correction. Passion itself is not the problem. Invite a 
practical way to disagree firmly while listening, testing claims and acknowledging a 
mistake.

5. Philippians 3:4–8 lists Paul's ancestry and credentials, then counts them as loss compared 
with knowing Messiah. The teaching applies that priority to modern status disputes. Ask 
what kinds of personal credentials can distract from faithful service.

6. First John 4:1 and Proverbs 27:17 support testing and mutual sharpening in the source's 
argument. Combine those practices with love and humility, and avoid assuming biological 
ancestry establishes spiritual superiority. The teaching calls all who follow YHWH into one 
people.
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