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GROUP STUDY GUIDE

Melchizedek: A Biblical and Historical Profile
Use with the full teaching and a Bible. Read or watch first, complete the questions, then discuss and apply. For family study, 
an adult can select suitable portions and accept spoken answers.

Test the teaching’s explanations against the cited passages. Keep the answer key and facilitator notes separate when 
distributing learner pages.

Open the full teaching

Teaching summary

Melchizedek appears in Genesis 14 as king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He brings Abram 
bread and wine, blesses him, and receives a tenth of the spoils after Abram’s victory. The short 
account leaves many details about his life unstated.

The teaching explores proposed meanings of his name and possible Canaanite background. It 
regards a local Canaanite king as a plausible historical explanation while leaving open that he 
worshiped YHWH. These are reconstructions, not details explicitly supplied by Genesis, and a 
proposed name origin does not settle his personal faith.

Later interpretations identify Melchizedek with Shem or with a divine appearance. The teaching 
finds those identifications unproven and distinguishes the historical person from the theological 
use of his story. Hebrews describes him as resembling the Son of God rather than simply identifying 
the two.

Psalm 110 joins kingship with an enduring priestly office after the order of Melchizedek. The 
teaching also surveys later Jewish writings, including the Qumran material, to show how differently 
this figure was understood. Those writings provide historical context and are not treated as 
Scripture.

Hebrews uses Melchizedek to explain Yeshua’s legitimate and superior priesthood. The teaching 
reads the absence of recorded ancestry and death in Genesis as part of the literary comparison. 
Yeshua’s priesthood rests on an indestructible life and God’s oath, rather than descent from Aaron.

The teaching distinguishes Yeshua’s heavenly priesthood from Levitical service on earth. Its 
conclusion is that Yeshua is the enduring priest-king to whom we should remain faithful. Our 
confidence rests in the Messiah’s work, not in solving every uncertainty about Melchizedek’s 
biography.

Summary points

 Melchizedek is king of Salem and priest of God Most High in Genesis 14.
 He brings bread and wine and blesses Abram.
 Abram gives him a tenth of the spoils.
 Genesis does not supply a full biography or genealogy.
 Proposed name meanings and historical identities require appropriate caution.
 Psalm 110 describes a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKOPBzp4uGg
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 Later Jewish interpretations are background sources, not biblical authority.
 Hebrews presents Melchizedek as resembling the Son of God.
 Yeshua’s priesthood is grounded in an indestructible life and God’s oath.
 The teaching uses the comparison to encourage faithfulness to Yeshua.

Fill in the blank
Use the teaching and the cited Bible passages. Equivalent wording is welcome when it expresses the same meaning.

Basic

1. Melchizedek met and blessed ______________________________.

2. Melchizedek was king of ______________________________.

3. He was priest of God ______________________________.

4. Melchizedek brought out bread and ______________________________.

5. Abram gave Melchizedek a ______________________________ of everything.

6. Psalm 110:4 describes a ______________________________ forever after the order of Melchizedek.

Challenging

1. Hebrews 7:2 interprets Melchizedek’s name as king of ______________________________.

2. Hebrews says Melchizedek resembles the ______________________________ of God.

3. The Levitical priests descended from the tribe of ______________________________.

4. Yeshua descended from the tribe of ______________________________.

5. Yeshua’s priesthood rests on the power of an ______________________________ life.

6. God confirmed the enduring priesthood with an ______________________________.
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Group discussion
Discuss respectfully and support answers from the passages. Use these lines for brief notes or a notebook for longer 
responses.

1. What does Genesis 14 tell us about Melchizedek, and what does it leave unstated?

 

 

2. How can we discuss the teaching’s proposed Canaanite background without overstating the 
evidence?

 

 

3. What distinction does the teaching make between a type of Messiah and an appearance of 
Messiah?

 

 

4. How does the teaching understand the missing genealogy and death record in Hebrews 7:3?

 

 

5. Why can Yeshua be a priest even though he comes from Judah rather than Levi?

 

 

6. How should this teaching strengthen our trust and faithfulness to Yeshua?
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Answer key
For the leader or parent. Answers follow the teaching and the passages. Accept equivalent wording that expresses the same 
meaning.

Basic

1. Abram
Genesis 14:17-20

2. Salem
Genesis 14:18

3. Most High
Genesis 14:18

4. wine
Genesis 14:18

5. tenth
Genesis 14:20; Hebrews 7:4

6. priest
Psalm 110:4

Challenging

1. righteousness
Hebrews 7:2

2. Son
Hebrews 7:3

3. Levi
Hebrews 7:5

4. Judah
Hebrews 7:13-14

5. indestructible
Hebrews 7:16

6. oath
Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 7:20-21
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Facilitator notes
These responses give direction for discussion. They are not a test of identical wording. Invite participants to explain the 
passages and consider a faithful practical response.

1. It records his kingship, priesthood, hospitality, blessing, and Abram’s tenth. It does not give his 
parents, birth, death, or a complete account of his beliefs. Keep later reconstructions separate from 
those explicit details.
Genesis 14:17-24

2. Present it as a historical interpretation of names and setting. Genesis calls him priest of God Most 
High; the proposed background does not establish that he was an idolater at this meeting. The 
teaching itself leaves open that he worshiped YHWH.
Genesis 14:18-22; teaching section Who was Melchizedek in Genesis

3. A type supplies meaningful parallels without requiring the two figures to be the same person. 
The teaching takes the resemblance in Hebrews as a comparison that exalts Yeshua, not proof that 
Melchizedek was Yeshua.
Hebrews 7:3, 15; teaching discussion of the theophany view

4. It explains them through the silence of the Genesis narrative. That literary presentation supports 
the priestly comparison; it should not be converted into a biological claim that the historical person 
had no parents.
Genesis 14:17-20; Hebrews 7:1-3; teaching section Melchizedek in the Book of Hebrews

5. Hebrews appeals to a priestly order that does not depend on Aaronic ancestry. It grounds 
Yeshua’s enduring ministry in an indestructible life and God’s oath. The teaching distinguishes that 
heavenly ministry from the earthly priestly service.
Hebrews 7:13-21; 8:4

6. Its central purpose is to direct us to the Messiah’s legitimate, enduring priesthood and God’s 
promise. Historical questions remain worth studying, but they should not displace the call to 
remain faithful to him.
Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 6:19-20; 7:16-21; teaching conclusion

Put it into practice

Choose one response to the passages. What will we do, and when will we revisit it? Share only what 
you are comfortable sharing.
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