
 

GROUP STUDY GUIDE 

Unclean Things: Pots and Ovens 

 

TEACHING SUMMARY 

Leviticus 11 not only lists animals that are clean and unclean for food, but it also 

provides instructions about situations where unclean things contaminate objects. 

One passage often raises questions: 

Leviticus 11:33–35 explains that if certain unclean creatures fall into earthenware vessels 

or ovens, those items must be broken. This raises questions about how this applies 

today—especially when it comes to modern kitchens or eating at restaurants. 

To understand the instruction properly, context is important. 

Leviticus 11 is organized into sections that address different categories of animals: 

• Land animals 

• Sea creatures 

• Birds 

• Insects 

• Swarming ground creatures 

The instructions about breaking vessels apply specifically to small swarming creatures 

such as mice, lizards, and similar animals. 

In ancient times, cooking vessels and ovens were typically made of earthenware or 

stone, which are porous materials. When a dead animal fell into them, contamination 

could not easily be removed, which is why the vessel had to be broken. 

Modern cookware is usually made of metal or other non-porous materials, which can 

be cleaned and sanitized. 



Therefore, the instruction in Leviticus 11 does not require modern metal stoves or 

cookware to be destroyed. 

The teaching emphasizes the importance of reading Scripture in its proper context. By 

understanding the details and circumstances described in the passage, we can apply the 

instructions faithfully and avoid misinterpreting them. 

 

SUMMARY POINTS 

• Leviticus 11 describes both clean and unclean animals. 

• The chapter is divided into sections based on animal types. 

• Instructions about vessels apply to swarming creatures like mice and lizards. 

• Ancient cooking vessels were made of earthenware or stone. 

• Earthenware is porous and absorbs contamination. 

• Because of this, contaminated vessels had to be broken. 

• Modern cookware is usually metal and can be cleaned. 

• Proper interpretation requires understanding context. 

 

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK 

Basic 

1. Leviticus 11 describes which animals are ______________________________ 

and ______________________________. 

2. The instructions about contaminated vessels appear in Leviticus chapter 

______________________________. 

3. The creatures discussed in this section include mice, lizards, and other 

______________________________ creatures. 

4. Ancient cooking vessels were commonly made of 

______________________________. 

5. Earthenware vessels are ______________________________, meaning they 

absorb liquids and contamination. 

6. Because of this, contaminated vessels had to be 

______________________________. 

7. Most modern cookware today is made of ______________________________. 

8. Understanding Scripture properly requires reading it in its 

______________________________. 

 



Challenging 

1. The instructions about vessels apply specifically to creatures that 

______________________________ on the ground. 

2. The contamination occurs when part of a creature’s 

______________________________ falls into the vessel. 

3. Metal cookware can be ______________________________ and reused. 

4. The ancient ovens mentioned in Leviticus were often made from clay or 

______________________________. 

5. Context helps us avoid ______________________________ Scripture. 

6. Health codes today also restrict the presence of 

______________________________ and insects in kitchens. 

7. Proper interpretation requires paying attention to 

______________________________ and context. 

 

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Why is context important when interpreting Scripture? 

2. Why would earthenware vessels be more difficult to clean than metal ones? 

3. What does this passage teach about practical wisdom in the Torah? 

4. How can misunderstanding context lead to unnecessary rules? 

5. What principles from Leviticus 11 still apply today? 

6. Why is it important to study Scripture carefully before drawing conclusions? 

 

  



ANSWER KEY – GROUP GUIDE 

Basic 

1. Clean / Unclean 

2. 11 

3. Swarming 

4. Earthenware (clay) 

5. Porous 

6. Broken 

7. Metal 

8. Context 

Challenging 

1. Swarm 

2. Carcass 

3. Cleaned 

4. Stone 

5. Misinterpreting 

6. Rodents 

7. Details 

 

 


